
 
 

     

             

       

           

 

     

 

 

     

   

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                     

                                                     
                                

             
 

 

 

     
 

                      
 

 
             

 
                     

                          
 

                         
                              
         

 
                               
                            
                                 

             
 

                             
                     

                             
 

                           
                              

                           
   

 
                                 

 
                                   

     
 

 

 

 

 

       
       
       
         

   

DEVAL L. PATRICK 
Governor 

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY 
Lieutenant Governor 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Senator William X. Wall Experiment Station 

IAN A. BOWLES 
Secretary 

LAURIE BURT 
Commissioner 

March 3, 2008 

RE: Laboratory Certification Office Policy on Chemistry Proficiency Testing (Policy # WES08
001) 

Dear Laboratory Director or Other Interested Party: 

Enclosed is the updated Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Laboratory Certification 
Office (LCO) Policy on Chemistry Proficiency Testing. This policy replaces Policy # WES07.001. 

This revised policy reflects recent changes to Massachusetts’ regulations for the Certification and 
Operation of Environmental Analysis Laboratories at 310 CMR 42.00. The effective date of the revised 
regulations is October 5, 2007. 

This policy clarifies proficiency test (PT) requirements for analytes added to the LCO scope of certification 
and updates regulation citations. The policy also includes the regulatory requirement to have available 
and retain all of the raw data, including instrument printouts or equivalent electronic data, for all PT 
analyses for a period of five years. 

The revised policy specifies that to obtain or maintain certification for semivolatile acid extractables in 
nonpotable water and semivolatile base/neutrals in nonpotable water, laboratories must achieve 
acceptable analytical results for at least 80% of the analytes contained in the PT samples. 

The revised policy specifies that potable water perchlorate PT samples must be wholevolume samples 
prepared at low levels in a common mixed anion solution. Laboratories seeking certification for the 
analysis of perchlorate in nonpotable water samples must analyze wastewater PT samples acceptable to 
the Department. 

The revised policy also defines recent PT studies as those taking place within the last eighteen months. 

If you have any questions concerning this policy, please contact Ann Marie Allen, Director of the LCO, at 
9786825237, ext. 333. 

Sincerely, 

Oscar C. Pancorbo, Ph.D. 
Division and Station Director 
Division of Environmental Analysis 
William X. Wall Experiment Station 

This information is available in alternate format. Call Donald M. Gomes, ADA Coordinator at 6175561057. TDD# 18665397622 or 16175746868. 
Lawrence Experiment Station: 1887  1989 • National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 

37 Shattuck Street • Lawrence, MA 018431398 • FAX (978) 6880352 • Telephone (978) 6825237 
‘MassDEP on the World Wide Web: http://www.mass.gov/dep’ 



     
   

 
                       

                   
                   
                       
                   
       

Policy # WES08.001 
Cover Letter 

cc: Ann Marie Allen, MassDEP, LCO/WES Carol Rowan West, MassDEP, ORS 
Lisa Touet, MassDEP, LCO/WES 
John Bardzik, MassDEP, LCO/WES 

Glenn Haas, MassDEP, BRP 
David Terry, MassDEP, DWP 

David Brierley, MassDEP, LCO/WES Arthur Clark, USEPANew England, QA Office 
Jenna Kotuli, MassDEP, LCO/WES MassDEP Laboratory Advisory Committee 
Proficiency Test Providers 


